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Piano Teau her, |"-J_L'.,|r.i.l' 4 'P K. Lee
(Viking: 825.95). This cinematic tale of
two love affairs in mid-century Hong
Kcmg shows eolonial pretensions tainted
by wartime truths. Will Truesdale
rootless, handsome Briton, amives in :hq_
colony in 1941, and is sweptup by Trudy
Liang, the blithe and glamorous daugh-
ter of a Shanghai millionaire and a Por-
tuguese beauty, They quickly become
inseparable, their days spent in a whirl of
parties and n_lmniut;rnr_ but when the
Japanese invade, Will is interned and
Trudy resarts to increasingly Faus
methods to survive. After the war, Claire
Pendleron, the naive wife of a British
civil servant, arrives. She begins giving
piane lessons to the daughrer of a rch
Chinese couple, and falls in love with
their wounded and inscrurable driver:
WilL Lee unfolds each story, and Hits be-
tween them, with the brisk grace and dis-
éretion of r]w societ v she L‘Lﬁ\ﬂln\—}
world in which horrors are adumbrated
but seldom told.
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tor, hy Dansen Galgut (Black

].1111!., nna\.-.] .\:|\Eun\ '|1L
spects of reconciliation. Adam,

ter lasing his job to a young black
candidate, moves to an isolated town 1o
write poetry. Boredom sets in, relieved
only by the appearance of un old school
acquaintance, Canning, who invites A
to spend weekends on his nearby game
tarm. There Adam meets Canning's wife,
Baby, wha is both alluring and ct
aloof, and begins to realize that no one’s
Gl
gives even seemingly innocuous details
sinister overtones: the clicking of peacocks
on i roof, the shuffling steps of Canning's
elderly black servants, Beneath a fairly
standard thriller ]’1]01‘ (affairs, \'l:n‘ul,!lju:]]
runs a critigue of contemporary South
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MOLVES are as purne as LIEI.L'l'l' appig
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Africa, from the venality of those enriched
1o the stale
sieties of the white liberal class,

by a reinvigorated economy

Raobert G.
p g, Kaiser
yrites, is u business of “huge numbers
ind vigue standards,” forever reorie nting
tself'in an effort t skate just inside the
Jimits of legality. Kaiser follows the ca-
beer of Geerald 5. ], Cassidy, a kid from
@ poor family who became a lawyer for
nigrant workers, an aide to George
[McGovern, and, latterly, a lobbyist for
Jiniversities, cranberries, defense contrac-
ors, and Taiwan, Cassidy pioneered the
ise of earmarks, fought to save the Sea-
olf submarine, and took congressmen
o N.CAA. Final Four zames. When
seorge Bush came to power, Cassidy,
fespite his Democratic roots, scrambled
o hire Republicans, mc'-.ldmg bricfly,
ack .‘lbr.l._uui'f, then on the brink of dis-

frace, Kaiser's account dwells less on bla-
tant corruption than on what is perfectly,
depressingly legal. Loblyists, for all their
policy-shaping aspirations, come across
as simple bagmen, conveying cash be-
tween buyers in the private sector and all-
too-willing sellers in Congress.
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by Laura Miller
n this powertul
itation on “the schism berween child-
hood and adult reading,” Miller recounts
her tumultuous relationship with the fa-
varite books of her youth, C. §, Ley
“Chranicles of Narnia,” Filled from an
carly ape with a distrust of the Catholic
fuith in which she was rised, Miller didn't
notice the Christian subtext, and when
she leamed of it, as a teen=ager, she felt
“tricked, cheated.” Combining memoir,
criticism, and hing‘r.:p]:}-, Miller takes
Lewis to task for his “betray
the racial stereotyping anc
she argues, inform the books. Yer her re-
spect for Lewis’s mlent remains; scrupu-
lously placing him in his historical con-
text, she crafts @ nuanced portrait of the
author as a sensitive curmudgeon and
comes to the realization that "a perfect
story is no more interesting or possible
thin a perfect human being,”
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